During Your Visit - Exploring with Exhibits
Directions: Explore the Spirits of the Passage exhibit to find the answers to the questions
below. Mark the correct answers by filling in the circles. (Note: the individual panels may
not be displayed in the same order as the questions below!)
1. Which 4 continents were involved with the Transatlantic Slave Trade?
o Africa
o North America
o Australia
o South America
o Europe
o Antarctica
o Asia

2. What part of the Transatlantic Slave Trade was called the Middle Passage? (Hint: Two of
the options below are correct.)
o Europe to Africa
o The Americas to Europe
o Africa to the Americas
o The Americas to Africa
3. Many African people died in the Middle Passage due to:
o Dehydration
o Contagious diseases
o Starvation
o All of the above

4. In what year was the Transatlantic Slave Trade made illegal in the United States?
o 1776
o 1808
o 1797
o 1865
5. In what year was slavery abolished in the United States?
o 1808
o 1865
o 1850
o 1868

6. Which Amendment gave formerly enslaved Africans the right of American citizenship?
o 13th
o 15th
o 14th
o 16th

7. Freed slaves and people rescued from illegal slave ships were sent to this colony that was
original established by the American Colonization Society:
o Cuba
o Liberia
o Guam
o Philippines
8. Chattel slavery was different from previous forms of slavery in that:
o Enslaved people were considered
o The condition of slavery was passed
property
from parent to child
o Enslaved people could be bought,
o All of the above
sold, loaned, and inherited
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Exploring with Art
The image below, Don Alvaro, King of Kongo, Giving Audience to the Dutch in 1642, was
created from a copper engraving by N. Parr and used in book titled "A New General
Collection of Voyages and Travels". The book was printed for Thomas Astley and published
in London in 1746. Take your time and study this image. How can you tell the difference
between the Kongo and the Dutch? What does body language tell you about the different
roles of the people in this meeting?

From the Rare Book Division, The New York Public Library. "Don Alvaro, King of Kongo, giving
audience to the Dutch" The New York Public Library Digital Collections. 1642.

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47dc-8912-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

Directions: Answer the questions below using complete sentences.
1. Who is the only person seated in a chair?
2. Who are the 10 people shown standing?

3. Eight people are shown sitting on the floor. Describe what you think is happening.
4. In the bottom of the image, two men are both holding a part of the same object.
What do you think it is?
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Exploring with Data
In 1787, The United States Constitution directed that the number of Representatives in the
House and the division of taxes allotted to each state would be determined by the number
of people residing in each state. This is determined by taking a census every 10 years. The
results of each census are kept private for 72 years, and then made public.

Source: Library of Congress at https://lccn.loc.gov/93510014

The first census occurred in 1790 and was conducted by US Marshals. They were only
required to record the names of the heads of households, plus the answers to six questions
about any people who lived in the household:
•
•
•
•
•

The number of free white males aged under 16 years
The number of free white males 16 years and older
Number of free white females
Number of other free persons
Number of slaves

The Census is an evolving document and changes in the questions reflect the changing
society of America. Over time, the number and types of questions presented on the Census
have changed. Each decade has seen new questions appear over time as the value of
recording different types of data became more obvious. For example, 1820 Census began
documenting the number of people engaged in specific trades. The 1830 Census was the
first to document people with disabilities.
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United States Census Data
The data used in this activity is from the Compendium of the Ninth Census.

It is available at https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1872/dec/1870e.html.
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United States Census Data
Directions: Use the data in Table IV – Free Colored Population at each Census from the
Compendium of the Ninth Census to answer the questions below.
1. How many free colored people are reported in Mississippi:
a. In 1850?
b. In 1860?
c. In 1870?
2. Why do you think the number of free colored people increased so dramatically in 1870?

3. Why is there no data for Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, or Virginia in the 1850 Census?

4. What state had the highest population of free colored people (indicated as 1 in the
narrow column of that year):
a. In 1860?
b. In 1870?
c. What explains the sudden change in population status?
5. Which territory has the highest population of free colored people in the all of the
censuses from 1850 through 1870?
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Exploring with Artifacts
Artifacts are objects that were
made by people in the past. These
physical pieces from the past remind
us that history is solid and real – not
just facts, numbers, and dates. For
example, think about the artifact in the
photo to the right. What is it? What is
it made out of? Who made it? Who
used it? When was it used? Where was
it made? Where was it found?
Scientists use different methods to
examine artifacts. Measurements of
Artifact recovered from the English slave ship Henrietta Marie
size and weight distinguish this
that sank in 1700.
artifact from a similar, but smaller
artifact, recovered nearby. Chemical and physical tests determine what the artifact is made
of. Marks offer clues as to date, location, manufacturer, and ownership.
Artists, educators and scientists work together in museums to protect, study, and share
artifacts. To make sure that everyone, from museum visitors to professional researchers,
can access the artifacts, professionals document artifacts in multiple ways. Staff photograph
and give each artifact a unique number, so that it can be identified and kept track of in a
computer database. Illustrators
create precise drawings that show
specific details. Currently, many
museums are using 3D imagery of
artifacts to share online. These
images allow people to interact
with the artifact by rotating and
zooming in on the artifact. They
also allow people to explore
artifacts from anywhere in the
world – without having to travel
and visit the museum where the
artifacts are located.
Each method of documenting an artifact has benefits and drawbacks. For example,
digital photography is fast and relatively easy to learn, but storage formats change over time
(think about floppy disks, CDs, flash drives, cloud storage). Illustration offers great detail,
but is slow and requires a skilled artist. 3D imagery provides an interactive method of
sharing history, but requires computer access and internet.
Can you think of any other ways that artifacts can be shared without being touched?
What would be the benefits and drawbacks of your method?
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Observe an Artifact
Directions: Visit the 3D image of the scale weight at https://skfb.ly/697Q6. Use the
information at the website and the illustration (below) to answer the following questions.

1. What is this artifact?

2. What is the Artifact Number?

3. What material is it made out of?
4. What is the size of this artifact?
5. How much does it weigh?
6. When was it made?

7. Where it was made?

8. What was its purpose?

9. Where was it recovered?
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3D Artifact Investigations
Directions: Visit the links below to observe 3D artifacts from the Transatlantic Slave Trade
and fill in the table below.
Web address

1

https://skfb.ly/69YwY

2

https://skfb.ly/6uoox

3

https://skfb.ly/697Q6

4

https://skfb.ly/69vyK

5

https://skfb.ly/BZtu

6

https://skfb.ly/69EsO

7

https://skfb.ly/69qNw

Artifact
Name

What is it
made out of?

What was it used for?
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Exploring with Additional Online Resources

The Atlantic Slave Trade
(Video)
By Anthony Hazard

The Atlantic Slave Trade in
Two Minutes: 315 years.
20,528 voyages. Millions of
lives.
(Interactive)
By Andrew Kahn and
Jamelle Bouie
Baltimore's USS
Constellation helped save
slaves
(Video)
By WBAL-TV 11 Baltimore

Background of Don Alvaro
King of Kongo, 1642 image
Online collection of 3D
artifacts recovered from
the slave ship Henrietta
Marie (Interactive)
By the Mel Fisher Maritime
Museum
Dan Rather Interview with
Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Ellen Sirleaf Johnson,
former President of Liberia

Video link:
https://youtu.be/3NXC4Q_4JVg
Quiz: https://ed.ted.com/lessons/theatlantic-slave-trade-what-yourtextbook-never-told-you-anthonyhazard#review
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_
history_of_american_slavery/2015/06/
animated_interactive_of_the_history_of_t
he_atlantic_slave_trade.html

https://youtu.be/RquQmgxWmRA

https://www.floridaslavetradecenter.co
m/Gallery/22

https://sketchfab.com/mfmaritimemus
eum/collections/henrietta-marie-1700

https://youtu.be/7vggbxQvlL4
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Glossary
ABOLITIONIST: a person who supports the formal end of slavery

AFRICA: the second largest continent, located south of Europe and between the Atlantic and
Indian oceans
AMERICAS: the lands of the western hemisphere including North, Central, & South America
& the West Indies
APPRENTICE: person who learns a job or skill by working for a fixed period of time with an
expert in that field
ARTIFACT: an object created by humans
BAN: to make illegal

BARRACKS: a building or group of buildings used to house a specific group of people, such
as soldiers or prisoners, in basic conditions

BARRICADE: to block

CAPTIVE: someone who is taken and confined in order to prevent escape

CARGO: merchandise transported on a vehicle or in a vessel
CHATTEL: an item of property other than real estate

COLONY: an area under the full or partial political control of another country, typically a
distant one, and occupied by settlers from that country

CONTINENT: one of the great divisions of land (including North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, or Antarctica) of the Earth
COUNTRY: an area of land that is controlled by its own government

DEBATE: a discussion between people in which different opinions about a topic are shared

DECK: one of the levels on a ship, especially the main outside floor

DEPOT: a place for the storage of large quantities of equipment, food, or goods
DESCENT: where a person’s family came from, such as of African descent

EMANCIPATION: the process of freeing a person from someone else's control or power
EMBARK: to go on board a ship or vehicle
ENSLAVED: to make someone a slave

EUROPE: the second smallest continent
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GOODS: things that can be consumed or used, and which are either traded or sold
HOLD: the cargo deck of a ship

INAUGURAL ADDRESS: a ceremonial speech given by a newly elected leader that informs
the people of his or her intentions as a leader

INDENTURED SERVANT: a person who signed a contract to work for another for a specified
time usually without pay, but often in return for travel expenses
JOURNEY: an act of traveling from one place to another

MANUFACTURED: something made from raw materials by hand or by machinery
MARITIME: relating to sailing on the sea or doing business by sea

MERCHANT: someone who buys and sells goods, especially in large amounts

MIDDLE PASSAGE: the portion of the forced voyage of enslaved Africans across the Atlantic
Ocean to the Americas
PASSAGE: the specific act of traveling or passing especially by sea or air
PIRACY: robbery or illegal violence at sea

PLANTATION: a large farm dedicated to planting one or two specific crops
PORT: a city, town, or other place where ships load or unload
PROCLAMATION: an official public announcement
RATIFY: to formally approve

REBELLION: an effort by many people to stop or defeat someone or something by the use of
protest or force
RESISTANCE: an effort made to stop a practice, such as the practice of slavery
SECEDE: to withdraw from an organization

SHACKLES: a pair of metal rings or chains used to bind a person's wrists or ankles
TERRITORY: a part of the United States, but not included within a state
TRADE: the act of exchanging one thing for another

TRANSATLANTIC: a journey crossing the Atlantic Ocean, such as from Africa to the Americas
VESSEL: a ship, a watercraft bigger than a rowboat

VOYAGE: a long journey to a distant or unknown place, especially over water
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Answer Key
Exploring with Exhibits
1. Africa, Europe, North America, and South America, 2. From Africa to the Americas and from the
Americas to Africa, 3. All of the above, 4. 1808, 5. 1865, 6. 14th Amendment, 7. Liberia, 8. All of the
above

Exploring with Data

1. a) 930, b) 773, c) 444,201, 2. Because the people who had been enslaved were now counted as
free, 3. Because they were not yet states, 4. a) Maryland, b) Georgia, c) Georgia had a higher
number of enslaved people than Maryland. In 1870, all formerly enslaved people were counted as
free colored people, 5. The District of Colombia

Observe an Artifact

1. Scale weight, 2. 86.08.0920, 3. Lead, 4. 6.2cm, 5. Almost exactly one pound, 6. Before 1700 and
during the reign of King William III (no exact date provided), 7. London, 8. To be used on a
balance scale to measure the weights of trade goods, 9. The wreck site of the Henrietta Marie

Exploring with Artifacts
1. Shackles, Iron, Europe, to restrain people from moving freely on land or on a boat, 2. Cauldron,
Copper, Europe, to cook large amounts at one time to feed many people, 3. Scale Weight, Lead,
Europe, to use for measuring weights of trade goods, 4. Elephant Tusk, Ivory, Africa, to be traded in
the Americas or Europe and made into other items, 5. Metal spoon, Pewter, Europe, to be traded
for enslaved African people, 6. Wooden spoon, Wood, Africa, originally intended to be used by
enslaved people on a slave ship, instead became a souvenir of soldiers after they captured an illegal
slave ship at sea, 7. Metal Bar, Iron, Europe, to be traded for enslaved African people
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